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Christ the King Parish 

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday 9 November 2016 @ 7.00pm 

Subject Discussion Action Points 

Present Chris Wilson, Geoff Holgate, Graeme Scott, Pat McQuinn, Fr Rick 

Loughnan, Fr Benito, Olivia Frahm, Vanessa Fraher, Mike Bonisch, Matt 

Ioane, Leonie Constable 

 

Apologies David Collins, Melonie de Roo (minute secretary), Mike (for lateness)  

Absent Luzmary Dunick  

Visitors   

Prayer Lead by Fr Rick  

Reflection Graeme’s view was that we can’t keep everybody happy and we 

shouldn’t be afraid of that. Chris commented on competing against 

leisure time e.g. family activities and that we need to find a way of 

making it a higher priority for people. General feedback is that people 

perceive mass to be “boring”. Need to distinguish between the message 

and the messenger. How much should we change the church to make it 

more desirable? Agreed we have become a society of consumerism and 

that it’s important for Catholics to be participants, not just consumers. 

Geoff suggested having more explanation during mass at least 

sometimes, so it becomes more meaningful. Pat advised at a mass the 

priest explained what he was doing as he dressed the altar. Geoff also 

advised something similar at a home mass. Fr Rick agreed he and Benito 

could address some of that. Sometimes music is a topic of making mass 

more desirable but it was agreed that we wouldn’t discuss that at this 

meeting as people have such varying opinions. 

 

 

Minutes of 

previous 

meeting 

Fr Benito apology for last meeting – pass update October minutes 

accordingly. 

Minutes moved by G Scott and seconded by C Wilson. 

 

 

Matters Arising Visitation 

Fr Rick mentioned he and Pat will follow up on visitation by next Parish 

Council meeting, with some proposals for follow up. Also mentioned he 

hasn’t given the opportunity for people to fill out forms in the church i.e. 

leave on pews. Graeme mentioned the first lot of forms didn’t capture 

the information that was needed. Next time use Graeme’s form. Graeme 

advised it’s important to tell people why the information is required. 

 

Action: Graeme, Frs 

Rick and Benito and 

Melonie to review and 

update form to prior 

to next use. 

 

 Hospitality/Thank you function 

Pat has emailed group regarding the Thank You evening and will follow 

up. 

 

Action:  Pat to 

continue with plans 

 Parishsoft:  

Graeme advised that all those known to the parish have been entered 

into the system but there is still work required to set up groups. Fr Rick 

Action: 



2 

 

mentioned it’s time for Melonie to get some training. Graeme advised he 

had given Mel some training over the phone. Graeme advised the system 

is proving to be very useful already and will become more so. 

 

 Health & Safety 

There was general discussion regarding who is responsible for setting up 

and managing health and safety for the parish. It was agreed that the 

diocese should provide the policy to which we work, however Fr Rick is 

keen for us to make a start rather than waiting for information from the 

diocese. 

 

Action: Ongoing Chris 

to contact the diocese 

to find out their 

intentions regarding 

policy for all parishes. 

Action: It was agreed 

that in the interim, we 

would create a hazard 

register and an 

incident form and 

these would be 

managed by the 

Finance Committee 

going forward. 

Action: Vanessa, Chris 

and Peter Callahan to 

create a hazard log 

and carry out initial 

hazard identification. 

 

 Health & Safety Cont. 

Graeme suggested having a health and safety officer appointed for the 

upcoming events where we will have larger than usual numbers of 

visitors, particularly the 9pm Mass on Christmas Eve. Several people 

would be required but one would be in charge. This could be part of the 

role of the ushers. Matt suggested having a one liner in the policy that 

this would occur. Graeme suggested ushers are identifiable e.g. by 

coloured safety vest. 

 

Action: Chris and Fr 

Rick to review who the 

ushers will be and who 

of them will be in 

charge.  

 

 Baptismal Programme 

Mike and Fr Rick have worked out some dates for a school baptismal 

programme in the first term of 2017. 

 

 

General 

Business 

Healing Prayer 

Fr Rick asked if everyone was happy with how it was going. Feedback was 

positive. Leonie mentioned a parishioner advised how happy she was 

with it. Graeme mentioned it was difficult to get people for 11am mass 

and 6pm mass to pray with people. Fr Rick and Fr Benito are happy to do 

this whenever required. 
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 Music 

Matt would like mass music to be on the agenda at a future meeting. Fr 

Rick is fine with having the discussion but is conscious that the discussion 

can offend some people. Fr Rick expressed his anger over people 

insulting the efforts of the choir. Previous efforts have not been 

successful. A good peaceful discussion with the Parish Council may be a 

good starting point for a discussion on the music. Agreed that Parish 

Council will gather feedback from parishioners on mass music prior to the 

discussion, at the next meeting. This will form part of the Sunday 

celebration discussion. Geoff suggested we come up with principles 

about music rather than focusing on which hymns they like. Fr Rick will 

bring some information on how music is selected currently. 

 

Action: All Parish 

Councillors to gather 

feedback from 

parishioners on their 

thoughts on the music 

at Mass, prior to 

Parish Council Day in 

January. 

Action: Fr Rick to bring 

some information on 

how music is selected 

currently to Parish 

Council meeting. 

 

 School and Parish relationship 

Mike mentioned he reports on this tri-annually and he will email the 

report to Fr Rick.  He advised that every child coming to CTK has a 40 

minute interview where the special character is discussed. School is 

currently oversubscribed, only 5% are non-Catholic. Advised that 

difference between state and state-integrated school is that principle will 

question: is that what Jesus would do? Advised that CTK is part of a state 

Community of Learning (COL), by choice rather than being part of a 

Catholic-only COL. Reason is that it is evangelical. School has a 

broadening ethnic and cultural diversity. 

 

Regarding relationship with parish, Mike advised that parents tend to 

have a view that if they baptise their child they are guaranteed a good 

education for that child. That seems to be more important to parents 

than special character. Mike feels very supported by Frs Rick and Benito. 

Mike mentioned that he feels lucky that he is asked, rather than told, 

what to do regarding church matters. Friday Masses work well for getting 

children involved in Mass. Fr Mike Doyle has also gone to a lot of trouble 

to ensure Mass is directed at the children. CTK has the greatest asking 

rate of parents in terms of taking their children to Mass i.e. junior, middle 

and senior Masses per term. Too many children to do whole school at a 

Sunday mass. 

 

The school has a sacramental programme at Easter and Christmas, also 

general reminder of Mass and Sacraments during school time. 

Acknowledged not as heavy handed as a generation ago. Mike suggested 

bringing the report to the next meeting. Fr Rick asked Mike to email it to 

parish council. 

 

Fr Rick asked Mike if he had any improvements he would like to suggest. 

Mike mentioned pastoral care and that there were a lot of people in the 

parish who are hurting, but perhaps not attending Mass. When he 

becomes aware of these situations, the parent council visit and provide 

care e.g. babysitting, transport, meals etc. Good relationship with SVDP. 

Fr Rick would like Mike to pass information onto the priests when 

Action: Mike to email 

report to Parish 

Council 
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pastoral care if required so they can help. Mike mentioned that 

sometimes the issues are very private e.g. marriage breakups, loss of 

jobs, financial problems, illness, and it might not be appropriate to share 

that information with the parish. Need to keep the parent’s trust. Leonie 

suggested offering the help of the parish to the parents and letting them 

choose. 

Fr Rick asked Mike if he would be adverse to the parish visiting the 

parents of all the school children. He was happy with that. Geoff asked if 

there was anything else the parish could do to assist the school. Mike 

mentioned there were already four proprietor’s representatives on the 

board that oversea this. Olivia mentioned she has a meeting booked with 

the DRSs, Fr Benito and others to discuss that relationship, given she is 

new to her role. 

Reviewed objectives: 

4.1 ongoing, Olivia mentioned the confirmation programme has been 

good for getting to know the year 8 children and this will help when she 

visits the school. 

4.2 Peter Callahan has been to school to visit Young Vinnies re SVDP. Fr 

Rick offered Fr Benito’s involvement with Young Vinnies if 

required/desired. 

 

 Red Cross response to the Earthquakes 

Mike mentioned the Red Cross have provided a lot of funding to the 

school which was used for outdoor education. Some schools didn’t take 

the funding due to the auditing of it. Avonside Girls used the funding to 

fund a councillor. Graeme mentioned the Red Cross were very helpful in 

his area in the red zone, providing monetary support. Less support 

required in Burnside. No one available to attend Monday night session. 

 

 

 Parish Retreat/Evangelisation 

No further progress. Fr Rick suggested having some visioning time before 

planning the retreat. It was agreed the Parish Council would have a day 

together on Saturday 28 January, 9-4pm starting with Mass.  

 

Action: Melonie, Pat 

and Fr Rick to plan this 

before end of year. 

Topic: “How do we 

proceed to grow our 

parish?” 

 

 Other Business 

Graeme asked if we are doing something special for advent. Fr Rick 

responded, not that he is aware. 

ALPHA in the new year – Graeme has offered to lead this course. Fr Rick 

suggested adding this to the agenda for his meeting with Geoff. 

Fr Wiliamson’s retreat – Retreat in everyday life – add to agenda for 

January Parish Council day. 

 

 

Reflection for 

next meeting 

Fr Rick 

 

Action: Fr Rick to 

prepare reflection and 

distribute 

Next Meeting Meeting Closed  

Next Meeting – Wednesday, 30 November (note  different  week) 

 

 


